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lodgment of food in the aesophagus so rare, that cvhere such a resrilt 
occurs twice in one family, we are inclined to suspect an additional 
cause. The  ladies are both quite old, and generally in good health. 
T h e  morsel in the other case was dislodged and carried down by the 
probang. 
I have sent this case to your Journal, I\ilessrs. Editors, chiefly for the 
favorable result of the treatment-which I should in future make use of 
before the probang, as much less disagreeable to the patient. 
Newton Centre, June Zd, 1854. W. HENRY T H ~ E R .  
TREATMENT OF HYDROPHOBIA. 
[Communicated for t he  Boston Medlral nlld Furglcal Journal.] 
MESSRS. EDITORS,-T~~ author of (' Remarks upon Hydrophobia," in 
No. 18 of your Journal, " respectfully asks the attention of the medical 
profession " to that subject. I should not, however, trouble you or myself 
with a single serious thought upon that communication, did I not believe 
that it was liable to produce the most deplorable consequences by inducing 
individuals to neglect the only reliable means, and stake their lives upon 
the efficacy of exploded nostrums. For a month or two past, this same 
old story, newly vamped up, of the important secret disclosed by a Riis- 
sian peasant, who could not die until he had dividged i t ,  has been going 
the rounds of the con~mon newspapers. Now ediicnted physicians, in- 
stead of lending their aid to such delusions, should use their influence 
to correct the errors and mistakes by which ignorance and venality are 
constantly imposing upon the public. It is useless to speculate upon 
the pathology of hydrophobia, especially if we resort to empirical reme- 
dies at last. 
From the earliest times recourse has been hod to prophylactics. 
Spells, charms and nmulrts without number have htben eniployed to re- 
move some existing disease, or procure immunity from sorn~thing feared. 
The  superstitious remedy was sometimes placed over the door, some- 
times laid upon the bed, and sometimes hiin< about the neck of the sick. 
An heib called holly, which appear3 to I~ave been a variely of ~a r l i c ,  
was used in this way by the ancient Egyptiilns, and for a long time sup- 
posed to be a never-failing antidote for every disease when properly em- 
ployed. Great numbers of ~klicnlous remedies have been used and ex- 
tolled as preventives of hydrophobia. Galen and Dioscorides burnt 
crawfish alive upon copper, and iised the ashes. Longus employed the 
roasted liver of a mad dog. hlayerne and Grew used the powder of 
tin and mitliridate, which they asserted never hiled. Mead, a very 
learned physician in his time, used the pulvis santitisus, which was com- 
posed of liverwort, lupen and pepper, and which he declared he had 
used a thousand times, and had never known it to fail. The  Tonquin 
medicine, composed of musk and cinnabar, was used by Sir George Cobb, 
and by him pronounced infallible. T h e  Ormskirk remedy, which was a 
mixture of chalk and rum, Armenian bole and elecampane, once had 
wlmost universal celebrity. Boxwood and rue, ginseng and the dog-rose, 
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have in their turns been employed, extolled, found to be worthless and
discarded. Hundreds of other things have been tried. The kingdoms
of nature have been ransacked for a remedy. Vegetables and minerals,
alkalies and acids, cold and hot bathing, and almost all rational and irra-
tional means, have at times been tried and abandoned. No remedies
have yet been found to cure a single case of genuine hydrophobia, and
nothing but excision of the part inoculated with the virulent saliva has
proved a reliable prophylactic.Now your correspondent's communication, and the concurrent news-
paper statements, seem calculated to mislead the public by inducingthem to suppose that new remedies for this most dreadful of all dis-
orders have been recently discovered. This is not true. They are
old affairs, long since found to be worthless, and only dragged out anew
from their deserved repose. The Alisma plantago was in use among
the ignorant and superstitious Russians, and in the north of England
two or three centuries ago ; but after abundant trial, both in Europe and
the United States, it has long since been discarded. The scutellaria
lateriflora, and the scutellaria galencalata, have each of them been tho-
roughly tried as prophylactics in England, France and this country, andfound to be utterly useless ; so that no well-informed physician at the pre-
sent time, would think of using either of these remedies, any sooner thanhe would make his patient drink the blood of a rabid animal, or swallow
the poison of a rattlesnake. It is a well-established fact that less than
half, probably not more than one fourth, of the whole number actuallybitten by rabid animals are ever seized with hydrophobia. Besides, men
and animals are often bitten by angry dogs which are not actually hy-drophobic. In such a case the offending animal may be killed imme-diately, or escape from further observation, so that it cannot be ascer-
tained afterwards whether he was rabid or not. The discharge of bloodfrom the wound, or the washing of the part immediately after the bite,
has doubtless in many instances completely deterged the part from all the
specific virus. Owing to these, and perhaps some other causes, great num-
ber of means have gained credit as prophylactics. The bitten man has
not become rabid, because the virus has not been actually introducedinto his system, or because he was not susceptible to its morbid influence;
and not because any change has been produced by the supposed remedy.Common sense might suggest the propriety of removing the part
already inoculated, and universal experience has fully established its effi-
cacy. The cause being removed, the dreaded consequences are pre-
vented. No other reliable means have yet been devised, nor have we
reason to expect anything from medicinal specifics or prophylactics. Butif some means can be found to render the system insusceptible to the ac-
tion of the specific virus, the desired immunity may be attained. Vacci-
nation has been found to protect the system from the dreaded variola,
and may not the time come when means shall be devised which will so
change the organism as to protect it against hydrophobia. This we shall
not look for from a Russian peasant, hut some future Jenner may makethe great discovery and bless the world through all coming time.
DanTaunton, June, 1854.
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